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So all the Elders of Iſrael came to the King to He- 
bron, and Ning David made a League with them 


in Hebron before the Lord; and they anointed 
David King over Iſrael. 


N this and the tree! foregoing Verſes is plainly contain'd 
an Account of the Union of the two Kingdoms of Judah 
and Iſrael. And tho indeed in ſome Circumſtances 
there is à wide Difference between the Union in the 

Text, and the Wonderful and Happy Union of theſe 

Nations, which commences on this Day ; yet in divers 0- 

thers there is a great Agreement between 'em. So that theſe 

Words will give us occaſion to obſerve ſeveral things ſutable 

to the preſent Solemnity. 


In order therefore to make them as uſeful as! can, I ſhall 
treat of 'em in the following Method : 


I. I ſhall give you ſome Account of the Union of the two 
Kingdoms of Judah and 1/rael. 
II. Shall apply it to the preſent Caſe, 


J. I hall = you ſome Account of the Union of the two 
Kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael. 
* in Diſcourſing on this Head, I ſhall do theſe four 
things. N 
1. I ſhall ſhow you how this Union was brought about. 
2 Conſider the Behaviour of the two Kingdoms thus 
united. | 
3dly. Shall ſet before you the Advantage it was to each of 
them. 
4thly. Shall give you an Account of the Continuance and 
the End of it, and ſhow you by what means it came to be 
diſſolv'd. | 
Firſt, I am to ſhow you how this was brought about. 
whawas King over Judah and Iſrael, was ſlain in 


Saul 
Battel by the Philiftines, and the Affairs of that Kingdom 


were then in a miſerable. Condition. The Tribe of Judah 
ſeeing themſelves deſtitute of a Leader, and expos'd to the 
Arms of the Philiſtines, chuſe David to be their King, He 


reign'd over 'em in Hebron for ſeven Years, with a mild and 
gentle Government ; The Affairs of Judah were in a very | 
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| flouriſhing Condition, as to be ſure thoſe of any Kingdom 
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4 - N Thankſgiving Sermon 


will be under a6 Prince and an eaſy Government. In 
the mean while the Affairs of Iſrael, who rejected David, 
were in the utmoſt Confuſion and Diſorder: Abner. had 
made 1ſbojheth King; but this could not retrieve the Glory 
or the Peace of Iſrael.” There was a long War between 
Iſrael and Judah; and on all occaſions, it was evident e- 


- nough, the Victory was on Judah's fide: nor could the 1/- 


raelites under the Conduct of ſo great a General as Abner, 
gain any Advantage over David, who os oh in the Hearts, 
as well as over the Perſons of his Subjects. Iſpboſbeth was 
King indeed, but his Crown was very precatious : It was 
plac'd on his Head by his Army ; and the People, who could 
never be eaſy under ſuch a Government, were not very for- 
ward to ſupport or defend it. Nay ſo tickliſh ſtood the 
Crown on his Head, that one Reſentment of Abner ſhook it 
ſo fatally, that it never ſtood fait after : for Abner had given 
it him, and he could take it from him. 

Ihis Reſentment of Abner's was the Riſe of the Revolt of 
Iſrael unto David, and of the Union of Judah and Iſrael 
under him. For as we may read in the third Chapter, Ab- 
ner having receiv'd that Affront from 1Þboſheth, conſults the 
Elders ot {jrael, and makes a Report to David of their In- 
clinaticn towards him ; and had himſelf brought about that 
great Work, had not Joab by Death prevented him. Such 


was the Providence of God in this Caſe, that the Reſentment 


of one Man ſhould give riſe to fo great an Advantage to two 
Nations as this was! 4 
The /fraelites were thorowly tir'd with the ſad Calamities 
brought on their Country by Inroads from Judah, and were 
moreover allur'd by the good and gentle Government of Da- 
vid to unite with 'em. And tho they were troubled at the 
Death of Abner, as imagining this Work now ſhould never 


| beaccomplith'd, fince this Perſon (who, they thought, if any 


Man ever con'd, mult bring it to paſs) was thus ſuddenly ta- 


ken from 'em; yet they were reſoly d to pulh with the ut- 


molt Vigour a Work of ſuch Conſequence and Importance. 
And therefore, as we read in the firſt Verſe of this Chapter, 
The Tribes of Iſrael came to David to Hebron, and ſpake, ſay- 
ing, Behold we are thy Bone and thy Fleſb. 

This was the firſt Argument they made uſe ofs; We are thy 
Bone and thy Fleſh : Thou art one of our Brethren, and there- 
fore according to the Law of Moſes thou mayſt be our King: 
Thou art as nearly related to us as thou art to Judah, and 
conſequently thou mayſt reign over us as well as over them. 

Alloin time paſt, when Saul was King over us, thou waſt 


He that leddeſt out and broughteſt in Irael: Thou waſt our 
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Preach d May 1. 1707. * 5 2 
General even under the Government of Sau. Which was a 
very good Reaſon why a warlike People ſhould have ſuch a 
Deũre to make him their King. They were acquainted with 
his Courage and Conduct, and had been bleſt with great 
Succeſs, when he was their Leader. 

And mbreover the Lord ſaid to thee, Thou ſhalt feed my 
People Iſrael, and thou ſhalt be a Captain over Iſrael. This 
was the beſt Reaſon of their Choice of him above another : 
It was in compliance with a Divine Prediction. The Lord 
had ſaid to him (viz. by Samuel) that he ſhould feed his Peo- 
ple, that is, that he ſhouldrule em with the Tenderneſs and 
Mildneſs of a Shepherd towards his Flock. 

So all the Elders of Iſrael came to the King to Hebron, and 
David made a League with them in Hebron before the Lord; 
that is, he made a ſolemn Contract with them, and call'd - 
God the King of Kings to be Witneſs of it. Aud they anoin- ? 
ted David King over liracl; giving him Power and Authority 
over em, to govern them according to the League they had 
made before the Lord. Thus were the two Kingdoms united. 
Seceadly, I ſhall conſider the Behaviour of theſe two united 
„Kingdoms towards one another. | 
- And here indeed ſo very conciſe is the Sacred Story, which 

15 our only Guide in this matter, that we have not much to 
+ | remark. All that can be obſerv'd is this, That we have no 
account of any Difference which at any time happen d be- 
c 
0 


n 
n 
A 
d 
y 
n 
ſ- 
2 
2 
8 
E 
d 
S 
t 
1 


tween theſe two united Kingdoms, during the Rgzgns of Da- 
vid or Solomon, They were united, and as far as we can 
know, their Hearts were diſpos'd to become One People. 
And this indeed we have all the reaſon in the world to ima- 
gine, becauſe the Offer on the one part to unite was perfectly 
voluntary, and on the other was readily accepted. The 
Tribes of Iſrael came to /Jebron ;, nay all the Tribes, or the 
Repreſentatives of 'em, came to David to enter into a Trea- 
ty or League with him; which League was brought to a 
wonderful and happy Concluſion. Now when the Offer on 
the one part was ſo freely made, and ſo readily accepted on 
the other, and the Treaty ſo folemnly concluded and con- 
firm'd by both; we have no manner of reaſon to doubt, but 
the Hearts of theſe People were diſpos d to unite. | 
Not that we are to ſuppoſe, that none diſlik d this League 
„which the two Kingdoms had made. There were, to be ſure 
tacre were, ſome who had their particular Intereſt lay ano- 
ther way. © Diviſion and Confuſion would promote their Ad- 
vantage; and they knew how to ſubſiſt, nay and flouriſh, by 
the Spoils of their Brethren : Theſe doubtleſs wou'd oppole 
it with their utmoſt Skill. Such were the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem, who even after the r of this Treaty mes 8 <= 
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28 EY A Thankſeiving Sermon 
| not admit David within their Gates, till by Force 
he gain'd Entrance: and ſuch was the wonderful 


ve 
Goodneſs of his Temper, that notwithſtanding the Reſiſtance 1 
he found from them, a Reſiſtance join'd with the utmoſt of 
ri 
ce 
w 
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2 Sam. 5. ö. 


Contempt, he choſe rather to recommend his Government by 

the Lenity and Mildneſs of it, than to puniſh this obſtinate 

and rebellious City, as in Juſtice he might. 

But notwithſtanding this Inſtance of a Diſlike of the Union 

for it was ſcarce ever known that two Nations were ſo per- 
ectly of one Mind in an Affair of ſo great Conſequence, but v3 
ſome or other were diſaffected with it) the Generality of the lf th 

People of Iſrael and of Judah were extremely well ſatisfy'd 

2 _ Concluſion of this Treaty, and the anointing of Da- 1 
vi ing. | v 

And as David had govern d Jud ah with Mildneſs and Leni- Il p/ 

ty, ſo he did not lay aſide his Temper when his Kingdom . 

was inlarg'd. He was too Good to abuſe the Increaſe of if th 

Power he now had, and too Great before to condeſcend to Fl G 

raiſe his Grandeur by Tyranny and Oppreſſion. And there- E m 

fore Judah and Iſrael both conſpir'd to make him as eaſy in 1 

the Government as poſlibly they could; knowing that the Wl th 

Cares which neceſſarily attend a Crown need all the ſoftening A 

* IJmaginable: and there was no way that could more effetu- I 
ally promote this, than a hearty Agreement amongſt one h. 
2 another. 
| © They coyjg not imagine that a Prince ſo pious and fo mer- 
3 \ ciful as David, ſhould ever deſignedly oppreſs Judah or Iſrael; 
| nor that that which was the Intereſt of 1ſrael could ever 
prove to the real detriment of Judab. For ſuch is the Har- 
mony in a Body Politick, as in a Natural Body, it can't be 
conceiv d that one Part ſhould ſuffer, but the other Members 
muſtlikewiſe ſhare in the Sufferings. 

And they could as eaſily know, that in the beſt regulated 
Kingdom in the world Matters could not be ſo impartially 
and equally diſtributed, but ſome City or ſome part of the 
Country mult flouriſh in proportion more than the reſt of the 
Kingdom. But ſtill this was no juſt cauſe of Complaint, be- 
cauſe impoſlible to be remedy'd: And provided the general 
Intereſt of the Kingdom was advanc'd, there was no reaſon to 
envy the flouriſhing Condition of any particular Part of it, if 
that was not prevented or hinder'd by ſome ſpecial Laws, 
-which might deprive em of Privileges that they before had a 
juſt Right and Title to, | V 

So that on none of theſe accounts had they cauſe of Com- t 

plaint: And if any Grievances, then unforeſeen, ſhou'd after- r 
t 
a 


ds giſturb em, they knew, ſuch was the Goodneſs of 
ir Bfince, where they cou'd have Redreſs; and that it was 
N ver y 


Prabꝰs May 1. 170). : 7 


unreaſonable to foment Jealouſies and Feuds between 
Ty tives on the account of thoſe things which they were not 


able to prevent or remedy, And hence it is weno where read 


of any Animoſity, Confuſion, or Diviſion that happen d du · 


ring the time theſe two Kingdoms were thus united. Now 


ertainly a Union thus voluntarily engag d in, and continu'd. 
with foch Unanimity and Peace, muſt de exceeding 


advantageous to both Nations. Ther 

Thirdly, I ſhall now endeavour to repreſent to you the Ad- 
2 that both Nations muſt neceſſarily have reap'd from 
this Union. | 

And the firſt Advantage was an Increaſe of People under the 
Governmentof David. Now what the Advantage of this is, 
we may learn from Prov. 14. 28. In the Multitude of the Peo- 
ple is the King's Honour; but in the Want of People is the De- 
ftruftion of the Prince. This was a neceſſary 3 of 
the Union of theſe two Kingdoms, the Subjects of David's 
Government were vaſtly increas d; for Iſrael was a very nu- 
merous Kingdom, eſpecially conſidering that of the twelve 
Tribes eleven were comprehended under this Name; for only 
the Tribe of Judah before receiv'd David as their 
And hence it is ſaid, 2 Sam. 5. 12. David perceiv/d that t 
Lord had eftabliſh'd him King over Iſrael, and had exalted 
his Kingdom for his People Wrael's ſake, 

And this Advantage of Increaſe of People made way for 2 
great many more; for it enabled them to reſiſt their com- 


mon Enemies with the greater Succeſs. The Philiſtines, the 


Moabites, the Syrians, and almoſt all the Nations that bor- 
der d on Canaan, were perpetually haraſſing em with Wars, 
and were their avow'd and implacable Enemies. Now when 
the two Nations of Iſrael were united, when their Forces 
were join'd under the Conduct of David, or of Joab, a very 
experienc'd General in thoſe _ theſe Enemies cou'd gain 
no Advantage over 'em ; at leaſt not ſuch as they had gain'd 
in the time of Saul and of the Judges. For we find in this 
Chapter an Account of two ſeveral Defeats that David gave 
the Philiſt ines, and in the eighth Chapter that he ſabdu'd 
them, and ſo intirely vanquiſh'd the Moabites, that he made 
thoſe who eſcap'd the Mouth of the Sword his Tributaries 
and Slaves. He conquer d likewiſe Hadadezer King of Zo- 
bah, and thoſe Syrians who were his Allies and Confederates 
and came to his Affiflance. Over all bis Enemies was Davi 

victorious; for the People were united under one Head, and 
there were no different Intereſts, no Contention for Superio- 
rity, no Punctilio's of Honour, that might defeat or binder 


the well-laid Deſigns of their General, or give their Enemies 


any Advantage againſt them. 


A 4 | Further, 
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* A. Thankſgiving Sermon 
yo priher, this Union render'd the Government of David ſa 
+ Muſtrious, that it engag d thoſe, who were Neutral to declare 
for him, and made thoſe, who, were his Allies and Friends be- 
fore, more heartily eſpouſe his Cauſe. Thus we find, 2 Sam. 
F. 11, Hiram King F yre ſent Meſſengers, on Embaſſadors, 
to David, and Cedar Trees, and Curpent ers, and Maſons, and 
they built David a Houſe. David's Kingdom was grown ſo 
great by the Acceſſion of Iſrael, that inſtead of being behol- 
den to its Neighbours for Defence, it was a Defence to them: 
And ſuch Princes as the King of Tyre was, had great reaſon 
fo court his Friendſhip, and to maintain a ſtrict and inviolable 
League with him. Such an Alteration did this Union make in 
this Kingdom, that whereas Judah was before in danger of 
being oppreſs d by their neighbouring Enemies, if not ſuccor d 
by thoſe that were in Friendſhip with em; now they were 
able to defend themſelves, and to afford Protection to thoſe, 
who not long before had been their Protectors. - ; 
Nor was it the leaſt Advantage which both Nations gain'd 
from this Union, that they were now freed from inteſtine 
Wars. Judah wou'd no more make Inroads into the Terri- 
tories of Jſrael, nor wou'd Iſrael invade the Borders of Ju- 
laß. And this certainly was a mighty Advantage to each of 
theſe Nations, eſpecially to ſuch as liv'd near the Borders of 
either Land. It was an Advantage alſo to others; for no man 
knaws how far in time a conquering Army may ſpread it ſelf, 
if there be nofortify'd Cities to ſtop their Progrels, or if, 
whichis uſual in ſuch Caſes, the Spirits of the invaded People 
are intimidated fo far, that they are regardleſs of themſelves, 
and unable to do what is neceſſary fot their own Defence. 
Now this Advantage alſo theſe two Kingdoms thus united 
moſt certainly gain'd by the Union; there was a perfect 
Peace made between em, the long War now ceas'd, and they 
cou d live quietly by one another, each Man ſecure of eating 
the Fruit of his own Labour. | | OY 
' Theſe were Advantages that happen'd to the Nationin ge- 
neral. And whilſt the Country was in fo flouriſhing a Con- 
dition, to be ſure the Affairs of private Perſons muſt in a great 
meaſure proſper ſutably to thoſe Advantages the Pablick re- 
ceiv d by it. This State of the Kingdom of David was ſuffici- 
ently happy during his Government, and the greateſt part of 
the peaceable Reign of Solomon his Son, but it was not to laſt 
always. And therefore we ſhall now proceed to the 
Fourth Thing under this Head; and that is, to conſider the 
Continuance and End of this Union, and to ſhow you how it 
came to be diſſolvd. 3 l 
Theſe two Kingdoms continu'd thus united during the 
E eigns of David and of Solomon, about tlie ſpace of * 
8 : | | { three 
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: Preach'd May 1. 1707. 9 
three Years ; nor had the Union then been difſuly'd, but by 
the Folly of Rehoboam, Solomon's Son, and the Oppreſlion 
of the Father, which indeed laid the Foundation of its 
Diſſolution. | 


Towards the latter end of his Reign, Solomon had op- 


preſßz d his Subjects, by exacting of them extravagant Sums of 
Mony, not for their Defence, for his Reign was peaccable 
enough, but for the maintenance of his own Luxury : And 
he had offended God by ſacrificing to Idols, to which his 


Wives had led him. During his Reign indeed the People 
bore their Grievances with Patience, but at his Death they 


. thought it a very fit time to get em redreſs'd; and therefore 


they make Application to Rehoboam, who was to ſucceed in 
the Government, praying that theſe intolerable Burdens 


Might be remov d, which they had groan'd under during the 


Reign of his Father. | | 

Rehoboam in this Exigency has recourſe to the Council that 
his Father Salomon had made ule of; and it would have been 
very well, if he had been fo wiſe as to follow tlicir Advice. 
The Old Men, whom Experience had taught Wiſdom, gave 
him very good Counſel, to promiſe them at leaſt a Redreſs of 
their Grievances, till he was well ſettled in the Throne, The 
Young Men, raſh and unadvis'd Counſellors! thought this 
was a leſſening. the Prerogative, and too great a Condeſcen- 
ſion, for a S-yereign Prince to give ſuch a mild Anſwer : and 
therefore they adviſe him, to his ruin, to threaten 'em, that 
he ſhou'd be ſo far from redreſſing their Grievances, that he 
wou d make em heavier ; and ſince they complain d of his 
Father's Government (a Government gentle in compariſon of 
bis) they ſhou d now have cauſe to complain indeed. 

But tlie People of Iſrael had not, it ſeems, ſo far bow'd 
their Necks to Slavery, as tamely to bear ſuch Threatnings 
as theſe, And therefore ſince their King wou d not govern 
em as reaſonable Creatures ought to be govern'd, ſince he 
wou'd have no manner of Regard to the Grievances com- 
plain'd of by the Elders or Repreſentatives of the People of 
Tſrael, they e en reſolv'd he ſhou'd not reign over em at all. 
Let Judas ſubmit to his Government it they pleas'd, the 
Men of Iſrael for their parts wou'd have a King of their own ; 
and therefore ſay they, What Portion have we eh 
in David? Neither have we Inheritance in the I King 12. 16. 
Son of Jeſſe; To your Tents, O Iſrael! Now *' © © 
5 to thine own Houſe, David. So Iſrael departed to their 

ents. | Fehr 

Such was the diſmal Effect of A and Oppreſſion, 
that it diſſolv d this well and happi 
pr ivd both Nations of the Advantages they enjoy d, expos d 

em 
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I A Thankſgiving Sermon 
em to their Enemies, and in the end prov'd of fatal conſe- 
quence to em. The pious and mild Government of good 
King David allur d the People of IJſrael to unite with Judah, 
and the Oppreſſion and Tyranny which Rehoboamonly threat- 
ned 'em with, put an entire end to the Union. And tho they 
cou'd not but be ſenſible, that by the Diſſolution of this Uni- 
on they expos'd themſelves to their Enemies, and were much 
more likely to become their Prey; yet 1ſrael choſe rather to 
run the venture of that, than to ſubmit to live under perpe- 
tual Tyranny and Oppreſſion, as they foreſaw they inevita- 
bly muſt, under ſuch a King as Rehoboam was like to prove : 
And if at laſt they muſt be —_ it was no matter whe- 
ther the Oppreſſor was one of their own Brethren or their 
Enemy, for the Oppreſſion was equally grievous, from what 
hand ſoever it came. But they were in the mean time re- 
ſolv'd to maintain their Liberties, as long as they cou'd, a- 
gainſt every Invader, whether he was a pretended Friend, or 
a profeſs'd and inveterate Enemy. And therefore when they 
found they cou'd not continue the Union with the Preſerva- 
tion of their Liberties, they reſolv'd to break the League 

with Judah rather than be enſlav d; and fo this Union came 
to bedeſtroy'd. . 


+ ov 


II. To apply this to the preſent Caſe. * 

I make no doubt but you plainly perceive the happy Agree- 
| ment there is, in many of rhe beſt Circumſtances of the Union 
i in the Text, with that which we are commanded by Authority 
| to celebrate.on this Day. 

'Twas the good and merciful Government of David over 

; —_ and ho flouriſhing Condition of that Kingdom under 
im, that made the People of Jrael ſo very ready to make an 
Offer of their Kingdom to him : For then they alſo might have 

a ſhare in that Happineſs which their Neighbour Nation en- 

joy 'd under fo good a Prince and Governour, The Men of 
Iſrael ſaw what profound Peace Fudah was bleſt with at home, 
while the Arms of David, employ'd only in the juſt Defence 
of Themſelves, or in behalf of their Neighbours, reſcuing 
them from Oppreſſion and Violence, were every where vic- 
torious abroad. And they found that whenever his Arms 
were turn'd againſt their Country, they were not able to 
ſtand before him; nor were their Neighbours more proſpe- 
i rous than themſelves: for the Spirit and Courage of the Men 
{8 of Judah had not been broken by a hard or rigorous Go- 
| vernment: and whether their Arms were employ'd in their 
- own Defence, or in the Invaſion of their Enemies, they ever 


had more Vigour and Courage than Jſrael it ſelf, or an 4 
| thole 
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thoſe Nations, govern'd by the lawleſs Will and Pleaſure of 


their Princes, cou'd pretend to. 

Now I ſcarce think that there's any occaſion for me to 
make application of this part of my Diſcourſe to vou. 

You cannot but be ſenſible, how much the Character of 
David belongs to that Princeſs, who by the good Providence 
of God now reigns over this United People. 

The Mildneſs of her Government, the Peace and Proſpe- 
rity of her Kingdoms, the Succeſs of her Arms abroad, and 
the inviolable Maintenance of the Liberties of all her Sub- 
jets; plainly ſhow us how well the Character of David be- 
longs to her, and muſt of neceſſity have had a mighty In- 
fluence on the Minds of that Antient and Free People, with 
whom we are this Day united, ſincerely to deſire and pro- 
mote this happy Union. 

And then ſuch was the hearty and unparallel'd Zeal of her 
Majeſty for the common Good of All her Subjects, that 
— how much ſuch a Union wou'd every way tend to 
their Advantage, her Majeſty recommended this great Work 
with all the Concern imaginable for its Accompliſhment 3 
choſe Wiſe and Faithfal Perſons, who thorowly underſtood 
and impartially wou'd purſue the Intereſt of both Nations ; 
and to theſe committ py Management of this Work (a 
Work of the greateſt Niceneſs and Difficulty !) which by 
their Prudence and Skill they have at laſt brought to a happy 
Concluſion. 

How often has this Work been attempted? but it prov d 
too difficult to be effected. When there was the faireſt Oc- 
caſion in the world, and the greateſt Probability of accom- 
pliſhing this great and good Work, the Event anſwer'd not 
Expectation, nor cou'd the Work be finiſſid. The two Na- 
tions were united under the Perſon of K. 2 I. The 
King himſelf was very zealous and deſirous of 
a ſtricter Union of em. Many Attempts were then made 
Commiſſioners were appointed, and at ſome times there ſeem d 
great. Probabilities of Succeſs; but yet at laſt the Deſign miſ- 
carry d: Jealouſies and Surmiſes on one hand, and too great 
an r perhaps Partiality too, on the other, diſap- 
pointed all Hopes of a Union at that time. In the Reign of 
K. Charles II. it was again attempted; but as they did not 
proceed in it ſo far as they had done before, ſo it was no 
wonder it came to no better an Iſſue. Whatever Attempts 
were made in the ſucceeding Reigns were ſtill as unſucceſs- 


ful : There were ever ſome who had Intereſt enough, and, 


as the Event ſhow'd it, Power $00, to fruſtrate all Deſigns of 
this nature, | 


The 


ringing about 


wo — 
: 


6 


12 A Thankſgiving' Sermon 


The Accompliſhment of this Great Work was, it ſeems, te: 


ſerv'd by Providence to make an Addition to the, Glories of 
this Reign: A Reign Glorious indeed in its, Conqueſts a- 
broad, and now much more Glorious at home, becauſe God 
has given the Queen her Heart's Deſire, and enabled her to 
accompliſh this Great Work, which ſo many of her Prede- 
ceſſors attempted in vain. And thus whilſt her Conqueſts 
render Her Formidable to her Enemies abroad, her Goodneſs 
renders Her truly Great at home. Such is the Happineſs of 
that Nation, where the Victories that attend their Princes 
Arms abroad 'miniſter Occaſion of doing greater Good at 
home, and always are improv'd to promote their Subjects 
Welfare! Thus while her Majeſty -is engag'd in War a- 
broad, She is lay ing at home Foundations of a laſting Hap- 

ineſs, in that ſtrict, and, I hope, inviolable League, which 
is at length concluded, not without the ſignal Interpoſition 
of Divine Providence. | 

Let now the Men of 1/rael and of Judah teach us how to 
behave our ſelves as People thus united ought to do: We are 
become One People, and therefore really have only One In- 
| tereſtito purſue. And certainly there can be no better, nor 
indeed other way of purſuing this than by a Unity of At- 
fection. 

Judah and Iſracl came reeking hot from a long and bloody 
War, and yet their Union was concluded : nor do we read 
that any old Grudg ever diſturb'd their Peace; they forgot 
their Enmity. And tho not long before, when they were 
engag'd in War, it muſt be thought they took all manner of 
opportunities to annoy each other; yet now they were at 
Peace, nay, which was more, United, they were as ſenſible 
theſe their Reſentments ſhou d be laid aſide, all Animoſities 
forgotten, and their warlike Diſpoſitions put off with their 
Arms: Otherwiſe the Bleſſings of their Union had been ſmall 
indeed; for what Avail had it been to either Nation, to 
have had the Notion of Peace and Union, if the Effects 
were {till the ſame with War and Strife? 


Therefore Hearts diſpos'd to become One People, very, 


well become a Nation ſo ſtrictly united as this and its Neigh- 
bour Nation is. Let not then Ephraim envy. Judah, neither 
let Judah vex Ephraim; but let them fly 2 the ſhoulders of 
the Philiſtines towards the Weſt, and ſpoil them of the Eaſt to- 
gether : Let them lay their hands upon Edom and Moab, ana 
tet the Children of Ammon obey them, Let 'em with their 
utmolt Vigour oppoſe their Enemies: Let 'em ſcatter that 
People who delight in War ; but let not Envy diſturb their 
Quiet; let not Oppreſlion make em mad]; let all Injurics be 
forgotten; let all former Quarrels ceaſe 3 and on this Joy ful 

2 Day 
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And then, how great the Advantages of this Union will 
be, is beyond my power to deſcribe. They who were the 
Happy Inſtruments of it are beſt acquainted with theſe. 


But yet we cannot but obſerve, that it vaſtly ſtrengthens the 


Hands of the Queen, adds a mighty Lultre to the Glories 


of her Ręignz entirely fruſtrates the Hopes of a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſar̃ , by ſecuring the Government as by Law eſtabliſh'd to 


the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover : Tt ſecures the Proteſtant 
Religion, enables us to defend our ſelves againſt our com- 


mon Enemies: It prevents any Invaſions of our Borders from 


the North, and delivers us from the Fears of any future in- 
—A . „%% 

Thele are Advantages that Providence ſeems to have put 
into our hands by this Union, and Advantages that we may 
receive, if we are not wanting to our ſelves. And while theſe 
Nations enjoy thoſe Liberties and Privileges they are now 
poſſeſs d of, theſe Advantages, how great ſcever they are, 
will certainly accrue to us. 

And if we may make any Judgment of what is likely to 
happen from what has already been, we have all the reaſon in 
the world to expect a great deal of Happineſs from this U- 
nion, notwithſtanding all the dreadful Objections that thoſe 
who wiſh not well to our 1ſract have rais'd againſt it. 

Was not this Kingdom of England once divided into ſeven 
Kingdoms ? And were there not then continual Wars and 
Bloodſhed in the Land, when each Prince ſought to oppreſs 
his Neighbour ? And after that in proceſs of time theſe ſeven 
Kingdoms were ſo united into one, as almoſt to take away 
any Footiteps of the Diviſion, did any of thoſe ill Conſe- 
quences happen, which are now by ſome ſo mightily fear d? 
Was one part of the Kingdom opprels'd to uphold the other? 
Did 'not every Part of it enjoy its Privileges as before ? And 
did not every Part thrive and flouriſh, according to the In- 


duſtry of its [nhabitants, or other accidental Circumſtances 


that will evermore give one Part of any Kingdom in the world 
an Advantage over the reſt? But was any part of it hin- 
der d or forbidden to thrive by the Prince? Were not all 
Animoſities then done away, and didn't Peace take place of 
War, and Men then dwell- ſecurely by their Neighbours, 
which before they could not do? And what an Advantage 
that Union was to the Nation in general againſt their common 
Enemies, any man may eaſily perceive. For while the Na- 
tion was fo divided, every Prince purſu'd a different Inte- 
reſt; and perhaps it was not ſeldom that it was the Intereſt 
of one Prince to have another weaken'd at leaſt, tho not 
OVET- 


14, 15. 
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overcome. But if they had at any time all of em a mind 
to oppoſe an Invader, they cou'd not do it with that Eaſe 
and Advantage which the Kingdom united under One cou'd 
do: Diſputes of N Variety of Counſels, Procraſ- 
tinations and Delays, be des mutual Jealouſies and Fears 
that one ſhou d grow greater than the reſt, wou'd hinder the 
Execution of fo good a Deſign: whereas when the Kingdom 
came to be united ander one Head, they not only defended 
themſelves ſucceſsfully againſt their Enemies at home, but 
on juſt occaſions invaded 'em in their own Country, and 
ſometimes extended their Conqueſts a great way too, 

And to come yet nearer to our own Times, how great a 


_ Bleffing to this Nation was the Union of the White and Red 


Roſe in the Perſon of King Henry VII? Then at laſt the 
dreadful Wars between the two Powerful Houſes of York 
and Lancaſter ended, when no other end cou'd have been put 
to em but this. | 

And can we think that the Union of two ſo powerful 
Nations as theſe are, ſhou'd be a ſmaller Bleſling to both 
Nations, if we our ſelves are not in fault? We ſee what 
Advantages this Nation bas already receiv'd by Union; and 
the Nature of Union is ſtill the ſame, and will produce the 
ſame Effects, if we are wiſe enough to underſtand and to 
purſue our own Advantage. 

Finally, We ſee inthe Caſe of Iſraei and Fudah (a Caſe 
that I hope will never be our own!) how ſuch a Union, fo 
well concluded and attended with ſo many Advantages, may 
be diſſolv d: But then this ſhou'd ſerve to ſhow us the Dan- 

er, only that we may avoid it. And we ought to remem- 

r, that if the Iraelites had not been oppreis'd, and threa- 
ten d with greater Hardſhip till, they had never diffolv'd 
the League. If Solomon had not forſaken God, and turn'd 
to Idols, he had not been left of God, nor had he oppreſs d 
his People. Such Advantage is true Religion to a Civil So- 
Ciety, and ſuch the Nature of Mankind, that a mild and 
gentle Government will keep a generous People, a Peoplethat 
are worthy to be govern'd, in Order and Temper ; while 


 Oppreſlion will only irritate and provoke their Tempers, 


Whictrit cannot bow or break. For there are but ve- 

Gen. 49. ry few People who are ſo ſtupid, as willingly to bow 
their Shoulders to bear and become Servants to 

Tribute. They may indeed pretend what they 


en they once come to feel the Weight of em, they will 

ſeck to get rid of em as Iſrael did, and as we may remem- 
ber ſome others have done, who before they were laid on 
their own ſhoulders, ſeem'd unreaſonably fond of em. 2 
| lis © - 


4 „ —_— _— 
* 8 
© 


- * 


| our Caſe in ſo many of the beſt Circum- 
ale Wances agrees with that of Iſrael and Judah, we have cer- 
ud Mainly reaſon in the firſt place, To bleß God that by the 
ral- Mecompliſhment of this great Work there is a Foundation 
ears Mid for ſo much Happineſs to this Great and Powerful Na- 
the MWioh, He by his —1 Providence has given the Queen her 
om MHeart's Deſire, and has united theſe two Nations, and granted 
Jed us to become One People. This is the Lord's doing, it is 
but Nnarvellous in our eyes, This is the Day that the Lord hath 
and Nade; and we will be glad and rejoice in it. A Day that 


affords the Proſpect of laſting Happineſs and Proſperity to 


t a this Iſland, if we are ſo wiſe as to improve the Advantages 
Led hat are this Day beſtow'd upon us: A Day that has been 
the deſir d and fought after, which now our Eyes have ſeen. 
ork us then bleſs God, that he has made the Reign of our 


Queen ſo Glorious by her Conqueſts abroad, and by the Ac- 
ompliſhment of this Great Work at home ; that he has 
ſtrengthen'd her Hands againſt the common Enemy, that he 
has given us ſuch Hopes of the Security of the Proteſtant 
Religion, that he has confirm d the Succeſſion of the Houſe 
and Mof Hanover to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms of Great Bri- 
the rain and Ireland; and that, we hope, he has put it out of 
to the power of our Enemies to diſturb our Quiet. 

And when we haze the Proſpect of ſuch Happineſs to come 
aſe ¶ have we not the greateſt reaſon imaginable to render our mo 
, ſo ¶ ſincere and hearty Praiſes to A might] God, and unfeigned- 
nay iy to join in thoſe Thankſpivings, which by the Command of 
an- Authority are offer d up on this account? Let 
theſe things be written for the Generation to PI 102. 18. 


ea- ¶ come, and the People which ſhall be created ſhall 

v'd ¶ praiſe the Lord. 

nd 2. Since we ſee in the Caſe of Iſrael and Judah before us, 
sd chat a Union attended with ſo many Advantages may be 


broken, let us endeavour to avoid whatſoever tends that way, 
nd and pray to God that he o d vouchſafe to continue it to us. 
bat Let us live as becomes Brethren, without Envy, Strife, or 
hile ¶ Contention, Let us overlook all Differences there may be 
ers, © among us, and eſpecially thoſe that are on the account of Re- 
ve: ligion : And ſince we worſhip the ſame God, tho we differ in 
ow I fome-Modes of Worſhip, as far as we have attain'd let us 

to ¶ walk by the ſame Rule, E us mind the ſame Thing; and in 
hey other things let us make uſe of the Apoſtle s Advice, and bear 
with and forbear one another. For it is moſt certainly a very 
unreaſonable thing to diſturb the Peace of Civil Society, for 
the ſake of thoſe things which have no manner of concern 
with it. For let 3 Man worſhip God either after one or ano- 
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her manner, prgyided he worſhips him at all, be may be as 
1 2 | . good | 
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good a Neighbour, Subject, a 


ſturb our Quict. _ * 5 23 
And fince it has pleas d God to honour her Majeſty - wit! 
the Accomplithment of this Great Work, which ſeems td 
promiſe ſo much Happineſs to this United Kingdom, let us 
offer up our moſt fervent Pray ers to that God, who among 
all, his other Benefits has beſtow d this ſignal Bleſſing on this 
Illand; that he wou'd grant that the Crown may flouriſh on 
her Majeſty's Head fo long, that She may beholdl and rejoice 
in ſome of thoſe many Advantages which we have reaſon te 
expect from this Union! May She behold the Man, ho 
made the Earth to tremble, and ſhook the Kingdoms, who ſmote 
the People in wrath, who ruled the Nations in anger, becomes 
like as we are, and weak as one of us, Then may the Fart 
be. at reſt and quiet, and break forth into Singing! May She 
give Liberty to the Captives, and-reſcue thoſe that are: per- 
ſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake out of the hand of their pow 
erful and mercileſs Oppreſſors! May She reign long, very 
long, over a People united in Intereſt and Affection T May 
her Reign be Peaceable and Glorious, and in Fulneſs 0 
Days may She have an abundant Entrance adminiſtei d. uuta 
Her into the Regions of perfect Peace and Unity above !... 
And then let us pray to God, that as he has brought this 
Union to a Happy Concluſion, ſo he wou'd be pleas'd-ta 
continue it while Sun and Moon endure: That he . won'd: 
grant us ſuch Governours as may unite us more and more in 
Love and Affection, and may. never give occaſion to eithef 
Nation to with or deſire the Diſſolution of it. N 
Tinally, Let us render moſt hearty Thanks to Almighty: 
God, for the Wonderful and Happy Concluſion of the 
Treaty for the Union of her Majeſty s two Kingdoms of 
: Fact and Scotland: Let us implore his Bleflings on che 
United Kingdom, and on the Arms of her Majeſty and her 
Allies, and her and their Forces both by Sea and Land, in 
the juſt War in which they are now engag'd, for HiBp-⸗ 
pointing the boundleſs Ambition of France: And ler N be- 
eech him to give all her Majeſty's Subjects Hearts Jilposd 
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to become One People. 


